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Abstract

This article providesa brief overview of assetforfeiture law in the United States.It is

not intendedto treatthe subjector any of its sub-partsin depth. Rather, its purpose
is to acquaint the reader with the various purposesfor which assetforfeiture is
employed as a law enforcementtool, with the types of property that can he
confiscated.andwith the proceduresthat areavailableunderfederallaw. It concludes
with a comparisonof the relative meritsof civil forfeiture versuscriminal forfeiture.

Introduction to Asset Forfeiture
Assetforfeiture is an integral part of federalcriminal law enforcementin the
United States.This brief introduction to federal forfeiture law attempts to
answer three questions: 1) Why is asset forfeiture important to law

enforcement?2) What types of property are subject to forfeiture, and in
what circumstances?and 3) How is forfeiture accomplished?

Why do forfeiture?
Therearemany reasonsto includetheforfeiture of assetsaspart of acriminal
case.First, law enforcementagentsandprosecutorswant not only to arrest
wrongdoersandput them in jail for someperiod of time, but alsoto remove

thetools of the crime from circulation sotheycannotheusedagain,eitherby
the wrongdoersthemselvesonce they have gained their release, or by
membersof their organisations.Thus, law enforcementwantsto seizeand
forfeit the guns. the airplanes,and the cars with concealedcompartments
that are usedfor drug smuggling: it wants to take the computers,printers,
andother electronicdevicesusedin child pornography,counterfeiting,and
identificationfraud cases:andit wantsto shut down the crackhouse’where
drugsaredistributedto childrenon their way to school,to confiscatethe farm
usedfor the marijuana-growingoperation,and to close down the business
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